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Memorandum Date: April 7, 2023 
Order Date:   April 25, 2023 
 
 
TO:    Board of County Commissioners 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Public Works/Engineering and Construction Services/Surveyors 
 
PRESENTED BY:  Mikeal Jay Blommé, County Surveyor 
     
AGENDA ITEM TITLE: ORDER / IN THE MATTER OF THE SURRENDER OF SOUTH 

6TH STREET, COUNTY ROAD NO. 538, TO THE CITY OF 
COTTAGE GROVE WITH A PUBLIC HEARING.  

    (21-03-04-21, 21-03-04-24). 
 
 
I. MOTION 
 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE ORDER TO SURRENDER SOUTH 6TH STREET TO THE 
CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE. 
 

II. AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
 
The City of Cottage Grove has requested the surrender of South 6th Street to the City of 
Cottage Grove.  As provided by ORS 373.270, this action requires a Public Hearing to 
consider public testimony prior to action by the Board. 
 

III. BACKGROUND/IMPLICATIONS OF ACTION 
 
 A. Board Action and Other History 

 
The City of Cottage Grove passed Resolution No. 2090 on February 13, 2023 formally 
requesting Lane County surrender jurisdiction of a portion of South 6th Street to the City. 
 The portion of South 6th Street hereby considered to be surrendered was annexed to 
the City of Cottage Grove pursuant to Ordinance No. 3169 on January 23, 2023. 

 
South 6th Street was established as the Alex Cooley Road (County Road No. 538) by 
petition in 1904 with a 50-foot right of way width.  Through the adoption of the Capital 
Improvement Program FY 1993/98 through 1994/99, Order No. 94-11-7-1, and  
Order No. 95-10-18-3, the Board of County Commissioners authorized the Lane County 
Department of Public Works to proceed with the design, preparation of construction 
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plans, and acquisition of right of way to improve the road to an urban standard.  After 
construction was complete, the legal description of the road was altered pursuant to 
Final Order of Alteration No. 00-4-25-11 with a variable right of way width. 
 
The City of Cottage Grove’s request would surrender jurisdiction of approximately 900 
feet of the road to the City.   

 
B.  Policy Issues 
 
ORS 373.270 provides for the transfer from County jurisdiction to City jurisdiction of 
County Roads within the corporate limits of a City, whenever the County governing body 
deems it necessary, expedient or for the best interest of the County to do so; and the 
governing body of the City deems it necessary or expedient and for the best interest of 
the City to acquire jurisdiction over the County Roads or parts thereof to the same extent 
as it has over other public streets and alleys of the City.  
 
C. Board Goals 
 
This action is consistent with Lane County’s Strategic Plan of working together to create 
vibrant communities.  Surrendering County Roads to cities allows them to maintain, 
develop and improve them as necessary to the city’s specifications, standards, and 
timetables. 
 
D. Financial and/or Resource Considerations 
 
Surrender of South 6th Street will relieve the County of the obligation of future 
maintenance costs.  
 
E. Health Implications 

 
There are no significant health implications. 
 

 F. Analysis 
 

ORS 373.270 provides for the transfer of jurisdiction over County Roads within a City and 
that legal notice of hearing be posted or published.  The City of Cottage Grove has 
adopted Resolution No. 2090, dated February 13, 2023, formally requesting jurisdiction 
of the road located within the city limits be transferred from Lane County to the City of 
Cottage Grove.  Legal notice has been provided by posting as required by ORS 373.270 
as shown on Exhibit D.  
 
G. Alternatives/Options 

  
 The Board of County Commissioners has the option to: 

1. Approve the Order to surrender South 6th Street as described in the Order to 
the City of Cottage Grove; or 

 
2. Deny the Order and direct Staff otherwise.  
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IV. RECOMMENDATION 

 
The Public Works Director’s Final Report recommends the Board of County 
Commissioners approve the Order to Surrender of South 6th Street, as described in the 
Order, to the City of Cottage Grove. 
   

V. TIMING/IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The Board is being asked to consider this action in a timely matter. 
 

VI. FOLLOW-UP 
 
If approved by the Board, the County’s involvement in the process will be concluded.  The 
County Clerk shall file the Order in the Commissioner’s Journal of Administration and 
forward copies to the Lane County Surveyor and Public Work’s Director for updating 
appropriate indexes and County Road records. 
 

VII. ATTACHMENTS 
 

  Order with Exhibits: 
 Legal Description – Exhibit “A” 
 Director’s Final Report – Exhibit “B” 
 Cottage Grove Resolution No. 2090 – Exhibit “C” 
 Affidavit of Posting – Exhibit “D”  
 Vicinity Map – Exhibit “E” 
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