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Memorandum Date: August 8, 2025 

Order Date: August 26, 2025 

TO:  Board of County Commissioners 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works, Parks Division 

PRESENTED BY: Bjorn Carlson, Supervising Analyst 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: ORDER/In the Matter of Authorizing the County Administrator to 
Sign a Reciprocal Easement Agreement for a Shared Entrance and 
Fire Lane at the Old Mckenzie Fish Hatchery. 

I. MOTION

Move to authorize the County Administrator to execute a Reciprocal Easement
Agreement with Giustina Tree Farms, LLC for the development and use of a shared
entrance and code-compliant fire lane at the Old McKenzie Fish Hatchery property.

II. AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

Lane County owns real property known as the Old McKenzie River Hatchery, located in
Waterville, Oregon. The property is currently leased to the McKenzie River Discovery
Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Discovery Center seeks to improve the site
by expanding the existing service road to create a code-compliant fire lane. To facilitate this,
Giustina Tree Farms, LLC, the adjacent landowner, has prepared a Reciprocal Easement
Agreement granting mutual access easements for ingress and egress between the two
properties. Public Works respectfully requests that the Board authorize the County
Administrator to execute the Reciprocal Easement Agreement.

III. BACKGROUND/IMPLICATIONS OF ACTION

A. Board Action and Other History

On June 2, 2015, the Board consider and approved Order No 15-06-02-01
supporting and contributing $2,000 toward the CSC/Community Planning
Workshop in conjunction with Meyer Morial Trust to prepare a feasibility study for
the McKenzie Interpretive Center at the old Leaburg Fish Hatchery.

On April 11, 2017, the Board considered and approved Order No 17-04-11-09
supporting the establishment of an interpretive center on the site and authorizing a
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99-year lease to the Friends of the Old McKenzie Fish Hatchery, amending the 
FY17-21 SDC Capital Improvement Program to allocate $10,000 to the project. 

On April 2, 2024 the Board considered and approved Order No 24-04-02-08 
awarding a County Grant to the McKenzie River Discovery Center in the amount 
of $250,000 to support an education center along the McKenzie River Corridor.  

B. Policy Issues 

None. 

C. Board Goals 

Granting this Easement allows the McKenzie River Discover Center to improve 
facilities and reinforces the Lane County Strategic Priority to maintain and invest in 
resilient infrastructure that creates the highest return for safety, community 
connectivity, enjoyment of life and local economic success. 

D. Financial and/or Resource Considerations 

The McKenzie River Discovery Center will construct the new entrance at its own 
expense as part of a larger capital improvement project and will assume full 
responsibility for the ongoing maintenance and upkeep of the entrance for the 
duration of its lease. 

E. Health Implications 

None. 

F. Analysis 

The proposed Reciprocal Easement will significantly enhance vehicle access for 
both parties and facilitate the establishment of a code-compliant fire lane and 
turnaround. Due to existing site constraints, there are no other feasible access 
alternatives for large firefighting or emergency vehicles to reach the west side of the 
property, where the majority of buildings and operational activities are located. The 
fire lane is necessary for permitting of building improvements. 

G. Alternatives/Options 

The following options are available to the Board: 

1. Approve the Easement 
2. Reject the Easement 

 
IV. RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends option one. 
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V. TIMING/IMPLEMENTATION 

Immediate.  

VI. FOLLOW-UP 

If the Easement is approved, staff will follow-up to have the easement executed and 
recorded. 

VII. ATTACHMENTS 

Board Order 

Reciprocal Easement Agreement 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LANE COUNTY, OREGON 

ORDER NO:  In the Matter of Authorizing the County 
Administrator to Sign a Reciprocal 
Easement Agreement for a Shared 
Entrance and Fire Lane at the Old 
Mckenzie Fish Hatchery. 

WHEREAS, Lane County owns real property known as the Old McKenzie River Hatchery, 
located in Waterville, Oregon; and 

WHEREAS, the County has leased the property to the McKenzie River Discovery Center, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization; and 

WHEREAS, The McKenzie River Discovery Center seeks to improve the site by 
expanding the existing service road to create a code-compliant fire lane.; and 

WHEREAS, Giustina Tree Farms, LLC, the adjacent landowner, has prepared a 
Reciprocal Easement Agreement granting mutual access easements for ingress and egress 
between the two properties which is attached herein as Exhibit A; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Lane County ORDERS as 
follows: 

1. The attached Reciprocal Easement Agreement is hereby approved.
2. The County Administrator is hereby authorized to sign the Easement.

ADOPTED this 26th day of August, 2025. 

____________________________________ 
David Loveall, Chair 
Lane County Board of Commissioners 
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	Reciprocal Easement Agreement - Final - 07.31.25
	1. Definitions.   For the purposes of this Agreement, Giustina and County shall also be known as the Owner or Owner(s).  In addition, the Giustina Property and the County Property shall also be collectively known as “Owner(s) Property” (including the ...
	2. Giustina Grant of Easement to County.  Giustina does hereby grant and convey to County (and County’s employees, contractors, agents, permittees and successors and assigns) a non-exclusive            easement, upon that portion of the Giustina Prope...
	3. County Grant of Easement to Giustina.  County does hereby grant and convey to Giustina (and Giustina’s employees, agents, permittees and successors and assigns) a non-exclusive easement, upon that portion of the County Property as shown on Exhibit ...
	4. Purpose of Easement.  The Easements granted herein shall be limited to ingress and egress of vehicular and pedestrian traffic and as otherwise set forth above.  The Owner(s) using the road shall refrain from prohibiting, restricting, limiting or in...
	5. Use and Maintenance of Easement Property.   Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the County, from and after the Effective Date, shall be responsible for repair and maintenance of the Easement Areas. Giustina shall be responsible for paym...
	5.1 Normal Maintenance and Repair.  The County is responsible for the normal maintenance and Repair of the Easement Area. “Normal maintenance" shall include, but not be limited to snow removal, grading, re-graveling, drainage work and minor repair as ...
	5.2 Extraordinary Use.   Each Owner shall be separately responsible to repair, and for the costs thereof, of any damage or extraordinary wear caused to the Easement Property as a result of extraordinary use. "Extraordinary use" shall include, but not ...
	5.3 Capital Improvements.   Prior to any costs being incurred for a major capital improvement to said Easement Property, whether improved or unimproved, all of the County and Giustina shall agree to such capital improvement and the cost share thereof....

	6. Indemnification. Each party does hereby accept the foregoing grant of easements and agrees to indemnify, defend and hold each other harmless from and against any and all damages, claims, demands, costs, expenses and liabilities, including reasonabl...
	7. Insurance. Each Owner shall maintain in effect at all times during the term of this Agreement a policy of general liability insurance in an amount not less than $2,000,000 naming the other Owner and any other party designated by the other Owner as ...
	8. Fire Protection.  Each Owner shall comply with all laws and regulations pertaining to fire protection and suppression, and take every precaution to prevent fires from igniting on or spreading onto the other Owner’s property. If a fire should occur ...
	9. Gates and Fence. All gates (if any) on the Easement Property shall be closed at all times and locked each evening unless mutually agreed upon. Each Owner shall provide a key or access code to allow the other Owner full access to the Easement Proper...
	10. Term of Easement. The term of this Agreement shall be perpetual. This Agreement may be mutually terminated by written agreement by both Parties. This Agreement may also be terminated by either Party for breach of this Agreement. The non-breaching ...
	11. Reservation. Each Party reserves the right to use its respective Owner’s Property, subject to the terms of this Agreement.
	12. Appurtenant Easement. The rights and privileges granted to each Owner herein are appurtenant to the Giustina Property and the County Property.
	13. Forest Management Easement. As additional consideration for the grant of easement set forth herein, each party, for themselves, their agents, invitees, permittees, tenants, successors and assigns do hereby covenant for the term of this Agreement, ...
	14. Spraying Notification. Each Owner shall exercise its best efforts to notify the other Owner in advance of any spraying of chemicals on the Easement Property.
	15. Disputes. If a dispute arises over any aspect of the improvements, maintenance, repair or use of the Easement Property, the parties will exert every effort to cooperatively resolve any disagreements that may arise under this Agreement. This may be...
	16. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement and all of the rights and obligations hereunder shall inure to the benefit and be binding upon the parties hereto and their respective heirs, successors and assigns.
	17.  Notices.  Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, any written notices or demands required or permitted to be given under the terms of this Agreement may be personally served, served by first class mail deposited in the United St...
	Lane County
	Giustina Tree Farms, LLC
	___________________________
	PO Box 529
	___________________________
	Eugene, OR 97440
	Email: 
	Email: dann@giustina.com
	18. Applicable Law and Venue. This Agreement has been made entirely within the state of Oregon. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the state of Oregon. If any suit or action is filed by any party to enforc...
	19. Interpretation/Severability. Each party acknowledges that it and its legal counsel have had the opportunity to review this Agreement. The parties agree that the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall not be construed against any party on the...




